Minutes of the Meeting of Dean Parish Council held on Monday 3rd November 2025 at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Village Hall.
Present:   Mr. Chittenden, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Scott, Mr. Worsley, Mr Thomas, Mr Agnew and Mrs. Moore   
Mr. Andrew Semple, Cumberland Councillor,  Ms. Lois Sparling, and Rev’d. Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
Mr. Chittenden in the chair.

61/25 Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. Pallister, Mrs. Holmes, Mr. Smith and Mr. Haslam and Mr Hayman.
62/25 Public Participation – no issues were raised.
63/25 Visitor’s Business
Ms. Sparling introduced herself in her role as Community Chaplain for the local mission community, comprising 15 churches of 3 denominations around the Cockermouth area.  This is a new role created in March 2025 and is intended to help the churches to be useful to their neighbours.
Ms. Sparling is also a Reader in the Church of England, which is a teaching and preaching ministry.
Amongst various other things, she currently serves on the planning committee responsible for creating the Cockermouth Community Led Plan.  It was acknowledged that she would be a useful resource should the P C decide to go down a similar route and would also be a useful link to the local churches.
64/25 Declarations of Interest – Mr. Scott declared an interest in the grass cutting contract and left the room whilst this was discussed under Minute No 72/25
65/25 Approval of Minutes
The minutes of the meeting held on 1st September 2025 were approved and signed.

66/25 Matters arising from the Minutes not covered on the agenda
It was noted that:
· A second submission on the Cumberland Local Plan had been forwarded to Cumberland Council.
· Fibrus’ reinstatement of Dalton Lane was still unsatisfactory, and further work is awaited.
· The felling of the large tree in Branthwaite had not been possible as planned due to a refusal by Cumberland Council to allow traffic lights in the vicinity whilst the work was carried out.  Three live electricity wires pass through the tree making it essential that the tree is felled as soon as possible.
· Under new legislation, all members of the parish council, and the clerk, require council owned email addresses.  Mr. Haslam had investigated the possibilities, and it was resolved, on the motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Worsley, that these be purchased in accordance with the advice issued by Mr. Haslam.
67/25 Report from Cumberland Councillor Mr. Andrew Semple
Mr. Semple’s report included an update on the County’s consultation on bus routes which had over 2000 responses.  The 217 bus route will continue to be funded, with a high expectation that this will be via the new Rural Mobility Transport Fund and utilising one of three new Mercedes buses.  Mrs. Moore welcomed this news and added that the 217 bus formerly only had the morning run during the winter months and noted that Cumberland has retained both the morning and afternoon runs year-round, which is a great improvement. 
It was noted that there is a high incidence of Stagecoach buses breaking down and that Stagecoach sites its inability to recruit engineers as the main cause of the difficulties. 
It was further noted that there is no bus service along the line of the B5086.
Mr. Semple offered to send the presentation about the county consultation to the Clerk, for distribution via email to councillors.

Mr. Semple reported that all the information regarding the water on the road at Eaglesfield had been passed that day to his Highways’ Contact.

Mr. Semple also reported that he is a member of the Audit and Risk Committee and that Cumberland Council has filed its accounts with Grant Thornton.  

A question was asked about the area around Sainsbury’s in Cockermouth and it was reported that there is a dispute between Sainsbury’s and the Cockermouth Town Council over the replacement of the flagstones with tarmac.

68/25 Reports:
a. Dean Community Response Group
The report circulated via email was received.
b. Dean Solar Farm Committee & 
c.  Lostrigg Solar Farm
Nothing new since the last P C meeting.  Dean Solar’s public participation and hearing is scheduled for mid-November, possibly online.
d. Parish Plan
A briefing note circulated via email was received. The meeting with a representative of ACT had been very positive.
The Parish Council may facilitate, fund and encourage the plan but the wider community will need to own it.  Involvement from other groups and individuals would be essential.
Cost to be in the region of £10,000, comprising £5,000 from Dean Solar and, hopefully, £5,000 from Lostrigg Solar, with the Parish Council picking up any extra costs.  ACT would provide some initial networking free of charge. The P C would need to set aside £2,500 per year for the next two years to cover its financial commitment (worst case scenario).  It is possible this could come from grant aid from elsewhere.
On the proposal of Mr. Ferguson, seconded by Mr. Thomas, it was unanimously resolved that Dean Parish Council should engage with Action with Communities in Cumbria (ACT) to facilitate the development of a suitable Community Led Plan (CLP) for the civil parish of Dean.

Mr Semple left the meeting at this point 8.25pm
69/25 Finance
1. The following accounts were approved:
Clerk’s salary – November - net		£ 263.64   
                Tax on November salary			£   65.91
	Clerk’s expenses 				£   26.37 
	Clerk’s salary - December– net		£ 263.64
	Tax on December salary 			£   65.91
	Kirkstile Community Centre (rent x 2)		£   50.00
	Ionos website annual subscription		£   18.00
	J A Lee – bus shelter cleaning			£   61.62
	Mr. T Scott – grass cutting			£3840.00

2. Budget and Precept
The clerk had circulated budget figures for discussion, which were considered.  
On the proposal of Mrs. Moore, seconded by Mr. Worsley it was unanimously agreed that a precept of £21,000 be set for the financial year 2026 – 2027, being the same as the current financial year.

70/25 Planning Matters
[bookmark: _Hlk194165086][bookmark: _Hlk199156630]Applications pending a decision
Ref No. HOU/2025/0159
Applicant: Barry and Judith Jackson
Proposal: Replacement of windows and doors and the installation of solar panels on the roof and the building of a battery shed.
Location: Fox Howe, Pardshaw, CA13 OSP  Council to comment that it is in support of this application.



Ref No: OUT/2024/0005 
Applicant:  Hewson Wood
Proposal:  Outline consent for redevelopment of farm steading, involving the erection of 7 No. dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except for layout and means of access (outline) (resubmission of OUT/2023/0017) 
Location:  Well Head Farm, Dean CA14 4TJ

Ref No: FUL/2025/0016
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Conversion of 2 no. detached agricultural style sheds into one bedroom self contained units.
[bookmark: _Hlk191375900]Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP

Ref No: FUL/2025/0018
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Installation of 5 No. Glamping Pods in adjoining field, including access track.
[bookmark: _Hlk188268716]Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP

Reference No: FUL/2024/0049
Applicant: J Skelton
Proposal: Conversion of a barn to dwelling
Location: Barn Opposite Southward Cottage, Pardshaw, Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 0SP
Dean Parish Council had no objections.

71/25 The following reports were received:
i. Open Spaces 
a) Mrs. Moore reported that Eaglesfield Village Hall had been bequeathed £50,000 and were asking for suggestions on how to spend it.  She had observed two people looking at P C owned land at Barkers Meadow and at the Village Green, and the Cumberland Council owned land in the middle of Barkers Meadow, with a view to finding a site for some play equipment.  This was noted.
b) Mrs. Moore reported that the trees on the bank at Eaglesfield are growing over the lane.  Mr. Scott agreed to cut them back to an acceptable level.
ii. Registered Land – nothing new.
iii. Repairs to noticeboards and seats – It was agreed that Mr. Agnew would obtain a price for brown plastic legs for the noticeboards at Eaglesfield and Branthwaite, to be discussed at the January meeting.
iv. Reg’s Round.
There was a further discussion of a possible handrail at the steps.  Mr. Agnew agreed to obtain a price for a handrail and four posts, to be considered at the January meeting.

72/25 Grass Cutting Schedule 
Mr. Scott left the meeting whilst this item was discussed.
The Council confirmed that it was very happy with the service received during the year and resolved to ask Mr. Scott for a tender for 2026/27.  Two areas at Branthwaite had been added to the schedule since last year.  Clerk to check how many years remain before the council needs to go out to competitive tender once again.

73/25 Matters pertaining to County Highways – Nothing new this meeting

74/25 CALC AGM – a volunteer is sought to attend the online AGM on 15th November on behalf of the council.  Interested parties were asked to email the clerk.

75/25 Reports from Meetings Attended
i. Mr. Chittenden had attended an event on E.V. Charging points and it was noted that Cumberland Council has £3 million awarded to be spent on new E.V. Charging points over the next 5 years.  Information from CC will be sent out in due course, in the meantime, councillors were asked to give some thought to possible sites.
ii. Mr. Thomas had attended the Cumberland Local Plan meeting in Cockermouth library and noted that all previously planned housing developments in Branthwaite had been taken out of the plan.  
It was agreed that the Cumberland Local Plan and the Dean Community Led Plan would inform planning officers in the decision-making process.

76/25 Communications addressed to the council 
The Clerk reported that she had received a FOI request from the Adam Smith Foundation, which had been sent to many parish and town councils in England.  She would provide the information requested.


Date of Next Meeting: Monday 5th January 2025 at 7.30pm in Eaglesfield Village Hall.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Signed _____________________________________________ Chairman

Date: ______________________________________________

