


[bookmark: _Hlk198043857]Minutes of the Meeting of Dean Parish Council held on Monday 6th July 2026 at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Village Hall.
Present:  Mr. Hayman, Mr. Agnew, Mr. Chittenden, Mr. Scott, Mr. Worsley, Mr. Thomas, Mr. Smith,   Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Pallister, Mrs. Boardman. One member of the public, Mr. Semple (Cumberland Councillor) and Rev. Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.

30/26 Apologies for absence were received from Mr. Haslam and Mr. Ferguson.
31/26 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
32/25 Approval of Minutes
On the motion of Mrs. Moore, seconded by Mr. Chittenden, the minutes of the meeting held on 11th May 2026 were approved and signed.

33/26 Public participation 
i. The member of the public reported that gates had been left ajar and wire cutters uses to gain access to the field where some 200 to 250 cattle are regularly grazed, potentially allowing the animals direct access to the village.  The member of the public was concerned for public safety and asked the Parish Council for assistance in preventing this from happening.  The incidents of criminal damage had been reported to the police but with little hope of a prosecution.  Various possibilities were suggested and discussed, and it was agreed that Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Boardman and Mr. Thomas would hold a site meeting with the member of the public to see what plan they could devise together.
ii. The member of the public reported that hedges are being cut at Reg’s Round despite it being illegal to cut agricultural hedges between 1st March and 31st August.  Three places on the bridleway had been cut back causing an opening some three metres wide to form a path, with the cut wood left in a ditch.  Due to this the bridleway foundations are being altered, creating waterways that had not previously existed.  Trenches had been dug and foundation stones moved, changing the watercourse, and in some places, digging has been below the foundations.  Heavy rain speeds up erosion.  It was agreed that Mrs. Moore would arrange a site visit with the member of the public and a representative of the Eaglesfield Village Hall committee if possible.  Mrs. Moore agreed to pass all relevant information to the clerk for circulation to ail to council members.

34/26 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda
i. Cumberland Highways had confirmed that the section of an unmaintained road from Bent Ash, Eaglesfield to Fifkettle, Dean had been passed to the relevant team for attention.  Clerk to pass the email to Mr. Semple for attention.  Mr. Scott asked if an application could be made to Potato Pot for the Parish Council to do the job, if there was no action from Cumberland Council.  It was agreed that the council would wait and see what Cumberland decides to do first.
ii. The Clerk had again reported the missing white lines from Lillyhall to Branthwaite and had received a reply from Cumberland that the issue is on a list.
iii. The Clerk read an email reply from Cumberland Council regarding the signage approaching Paddle School which stated that the correct road signage is in place but the painted signs on the road surface would be redone as soon as possible.
iv. Mrs. Pallister announced that the Pardshaw Hall signs are going to be installed and wished to record her thanks to Mr. Semple for his help in achieving this.


35/26 Report from Cumberland Councillor
Mr. Semple reported on the following:
i. A 20mph speed limit is being reviewed in the current financial year for the whole area.  Roads nearest to schools are most likely to get approval, although enforcement is an issue.
ii. Improvements to the A5086 from the Esso garage into Cockermouth are underway with pavements and bus stops to be installed on both sides of the road in the current financial year.
iii. The Cumberland Plan is due to be published on 29th April 2029 and will last for 15 years.  The call for sites identifies areas for development. Council was asked to inform Mr. Semple of anything it wishes to see included in the plan.  The Cumberland Plan shouldn’t be affected by the election of a mayor or the formation of the unitary authority.
iv. On Wednesday 19th August 2026 Cumberland is hosting the Lloyds’ Tour of Britain women’s race which will go from Cockermouth to Workington and on to Whitehaven before returning to Cockermouth.
v. Two stages of the Tour de France will pass through Cumberland on 2027 and volunteers are being sought via the website.  Mr. Semple pointed out that the reach of the event extends far beyond the two days in this area, and volunteering helps as a route into employment, especially for NEETs.

Mr. Semple left the meeting at this point, 8.14pm
36/26 The following reports were received:
i. Emergency Response Group
Mr. Chittenden reported that new defibrillator pads had been ordered but need to be paid for before they will be dispatched.  2 sets of pads cost £592, which equates to £478 net of VAT.  
ii. Dean Moor Solar Farm
The application had been approved and will go ahead.
The Clerk had claimed the £5,000 for the development of a Community Led Plan and was awaiting confirmation that it was in the council’s bank account.
It was noted that Voigt is no longer involved in this development.
Mr. Smith was authorised to draft a letter congratulating Dean Moor and stating that we are ready to work with them on a number of issues – this to be in line with the promises they have already made to the Parish Council.  
It was noted that the batteries had been withdrawn from the application because of a technical issue to do with the rate of discharge from the batteries to the grid. As the batteries were a fire risk the Parish Council considered the development would be safer without them.  The site will help the grid by generating electricity locally and supporting local demand.
iii. Lostrigg Solar Farm 
An email was read, thanking the Parish Council for its continued interest and stating that a new application is expected to be made to Cumberland Council during 2026.  Lostrigg Solar said they would keep the council informed of any new developments.
iv. Community Led Plan
As Mr. Ferguson was not present it was agreed to hold this item over until the September meeting.




37/26 Finance
The following payments were approved:
Clerk’s salary – July - net			£  263.64   
Tax on July salary				£     65.91
Clerk’s expenses 				£     45.15
Clerk’s salary - August			£  263.64
Tax on August salary 				£     65.91
J A Lee						£     66.55
Kirkstile – rental for May meeting		£     20.00
T Scott – first half of annual grass cutting	£4380.00 
CALC Subs					£  333.35
Heartbeat Community Trust			£  592.08

38/26 Planning Matters
[bookmark: _Hlk194165086]Applications pending a decision:

Reference No: FUL/2026/0085
Applicant: D & K I Clemetson
Proposal: Proposed slurry store
Location: Lucy Close Farm, Workington, CA14 4SU
No objections

Reference No: RMA/2026/0003
Applicant: H Wood
Proposal: Reserved Matters application seeking approval for layout, scale and appearance of the new farm buildings and slurry tower including retention of existing landscape screening related to OUT/2025/0003
Location: Field North East of Kassandra, Dean, CA14 4TJ

Reference No: FUL/2026/0054
Applicant: Joanna Niska
Proposal: Change of Use of land from agriculture to domestic garden area
Location: Scenery Hill House, Branthwaite, Workington, CA14 4SZ

[bookmark: _Hlk213234192]Ref No:FUL/2026/0044
Applicant: Jarman
Proposal:  Slurry Lagoon
Location:  Brow Top Farm, Branthwaite, CA14 4TG

[bookmark: _Hlk199156630]Ref No:HOU/2026/0035
Applicant: Rich and Beckie Cox
Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory to make way for proposed single storey extension with flat roof.
Location: 2 Brow Top Cottages, Branthwaite CA14 4TG

Reference No: HOU/2026/0075
Applicant: S Cowan
Proposal: New single storey side and rear extension to form new kitchen/dining area and raised decking to rear
Location: 8 Beckside, Eaglesfield, Cockermouth CA13 0SQ

Ref No: OUT/2024/0005 
Applicant:  Hewson Wood
Proposal:  Outline consent for redevelopment of farm steading, involving the erection of 7 No. dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except for layout and means of access (outline) (resubmission of OUT/2023/0017) 
Location:  Well Head Farm, Dean CA14 4TJ
No objections

Ref No: FUL/2025/0016
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Conversion of 2 no. detached agricultural style sheds into one bedroom self contained units.
[bookmark: _Hlk191375900]Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP
[bookmark: _Hlk188268716]
Reference No: FUL/2024/0049
Applicant: J Skelton
Proposal: Conversion of a barn to dwelling
Location: Barn Opposite Southward Cottage, Pardshaw, Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 0SP
Dean Parish Council had no objections.

Applications Approved
Reference No: OUT/2025/0003 
Applicant: H. Wood
Proposal: Outline application with access for the relocation of Well Head Farm
Location: Field North East of Kassandra, Dean, CA14 4TJ.

Refusals

Withdrawn
Ref No: FUL/2025/0018
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Installation of 5 No. Glamping Pods in adjoining field, including access track.
Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP

Appeal

39/26 Reports on amenities
i. Open Spaces
The clerk reported that she had made several attempts to obtain quotes for repairs to the Pound Wall but only one had been forthcoming, from Mr. Rawlings, for £300 plus VAT.  This was unanimously accepted.
ii. Registered land an asset register – nothing to report.
iii. Repairs to Noticeboards and Seats
Mr. Agnew reported that Simon Watson had now assessed all noticeboards and seats and the noticeboard at Ullock requires new Perspex. He will submit his quote via Mr. Agnew.
Mr. Agnew promised to attend to the replacement of the legs on the Eaglesfield noticeboard very shortly. It was noted that this is now urgent as it is in an unsafe condition.  
Mr. Thomas reported that the new seat had now been installed at Branthwaite and Mr. Lewthwaite’s plaque attached to it.
The Clerk confirmed that all noticeboards had now been reconfigured with the exception of Branthwaite, which was too small.  A new, larger board would be considered by the Council.
iv. Reg’s Round
Mr. Agnew confirmed that he would install the new handrail as soon as possible.  Mr. Agnew and Mr. Scott to liaise on the best prices for materials.

40/26 Matters pertaining to County Highways
Mr. Hayman raised a number of concerns over the apparent disconnect between road closure notices and actual closures and between road signs and works.  The Clerk was asked to write to Mr. Semple requesting that a representative of Cumberland Council be asked to attend the September meeting to discuss the procedure for road closures and associated matters.






41/26 Reports on meetings attended 
Mrs. Pallister reported that, at his request, she had met with Mr. Oliver Dorgan, prospective conservative candidate for the Melbreak and Skiddaw ward, they had had a coffee and a chat, and he had intimated that he didn’t expect to be able to make every Parish Council meeting, if elected.

42/26 Communications addressed to the council – nothing this meeting.

43/26 Date of next meeting:  Monday 7th September at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Community Centre.







Signed: ___________________________ Chairman     Date: ___________________________



