Dean Parish Council 

Donations to Worthy Causes Policy

Adopted by Full Council 12th May 2025. Revision date: Annually in May

1.
Dean Parish Council will consider making donations to worthy causes where the associated benefit to residents of Dean Parish is significantly greater than for the average resident of Cumbria.


Such worthy causes are likely to either:
· be based within Dean Parish;

· provide a significant benefit near to Dean Parish and be accessible to its residents;


and/or

· provide a benefit or service that Dean Parish residents would use more than the average resident of Cumbria.

2.
Requests to support ongoing running costs of worthy causes outside the parish will not be considered unless the cause provides a significant ongoing benefit for residents of Dean Parish.  
3.
When a request is made for a donation that has not been specifically anticipated and budgeted for, the council will decide whether it meets the eligibility criteria set in paragraphs 1 and 2.  Provided it does and there is no specific deadline for the donation to be made, the request will be carried forward to the March meeting when all such eligible requests for support will be addressed with due regard to the Council’s financial position at the Financial Year End.

4.
The Council will vote on the eligibility of each application to be considered and then on sum to be donated.
5.
Dean Parish Council will encourage worthy causes based within the Parish to make their requests known in advance so that the annual precept may be set to provide a budget that carries an allowance for those requests when they are made.

6.
Dean Parish Council will budget for a contingency fund that can be used to support unanticipated requests for donations from within or from outside the parish.  Donations in a Financial Year will not exceed the contingency fund and if unspent the contingency fund will be carried forward into the following Financial Year.
7.
Where a request is to support fund-raising for a project, the council will write to the cause indicating the sum of money it will pledge, but will not make a payment until the project has been initiated and costs incurred.  If necessary, an allowance for the anticipated payment will be carried forward into the budget of the following Financial Year.
8.
The Clerk to the Parish Council will maintain a rolling 10 year record of donations made.
