


[bookmark: _Hlk198043857]Minutes of the Meeting of Dean Parish Council held on Monday 11th May 2026 at 7.15pm in the Kirkstile Village Hall.
Present:  Mr. Hayman, Mr. Chittenden, Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Scott, Mr. Haslam, Mr. Worsley, Mr. Thomas,  Mrs. Moore, Mrs. Pallister, Mrs. Boardman. Two members of the public, Mr. Semple (Cumberland Councillor) and Rev. Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.
7/26 Election of Chairman for the ensuing twelve months
Mrs. Pallister was proposed by Mr. Hayman, seconded by Mr. Thomas and unanimously elected.
8/26 Apologies for absence were received from Mr. Smith.
9/26 Election of Vice Chairman for the ensuing twelve months.
Mr. Chittenden was proposed by Mr. Hayman, seconded by Mr. Scott and unanimously elected.
10/26 Declarations of Interest – there were none.
11/25 Approval of Minutes
On the motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Scott, the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd May 2026 were approved and signed.
12/26 Public participation 
Two members of the public asked what was the rationale behind erecting village ateway entry signs at Pardshaw, but not at Pardshaw Hall.  Mrs. Pallister explained that the signs at Pardshaw had been erected by Cumberland Council and, on requesting similar signs for Pardshaw Hall, the response had been that CC did not consider this appropriate.  No rationale had been given.  The visitors were concerned that a clear sense of identity for the historic hamlet was being lost.  Mr. Semple agreed to visit the hamlet to see the issues for himself and to raise it with Mr. Karl Melville at Cumberland Council.  Clerk to send the information she holds on this matter to Mr. Semple.

13/26 Co-option to casual vacancy
Mrs. Sue Boardman introduced herself to the meeting and gave a brief resume of her interests and experience.  She was proposed by Mr. Ferguson, seconded by Mr. Thomas and unanimously elected to serve the unexpired portion of the term of office. 

14/26 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda
Mr. Chittenden explained that the Eaglesfield defibrillator has failed and the manufacturer is unwilling to guarantee any repair.  Cost of replacement is £750 + VAT.  Mr. Chittenden proposed that the Parish Council should fund 50% of the replacement and place the order directly with the manufacturer.  This was seconded by Mr. Ferguson and unanimously agreed.
i. All defibrillator pads had been replaced, and new pads would be ordered in time for the current ones to expire and be refitted in July.
ii. Mrs. Pallister asked about the Dalton Lane refurbishment and Mr Ferguson replied that the residents had not been satisfied with the quality of reinstatement made by Fibrus but had decided that it was not worth their while to continue to press Fibrus for a better reinstatement and they would take control of the issue themselves and share the cost amongst them.  
iii. The chairman reminded Mr. Semple that he was going to ask CAB about the availability of Equality and Diversity Training for the members of Dean Parish Council.  Mr. Semple replied that it was on his to do list.
15/26 Report from Cumberland Councillor
Mr. Semple reminded the council that this is the final year of Cumberland Council’s term of office, with elections due in May 2027.  The council had taken the decision to increase the number of councillors from 46 to 55 and, consequently, the Electoral Commission had carried out a review of Ward boundaries.  The proposal was for Dean to be part of the new Melbreak and Skiddaw ward. Westmorland and Furness has 32 wards with two councillors per ward giving a total of 64 councillors.  Cumberland Council currently has 46 wards with one councillor per ward.  The increase will give 9 new wards and a total of 55 councillors each with approximately the same number of residents to represent.  In addition, there will be an elected mayor of Cumbria.

Mr. Semple commended the report ‘Man Up’ written by Colin Cox, Director of Public Health, which is available on Cumberland Council’s website, and noted that Copeland currently has the highest rate of male suicide in England.
Mr. Semple also reported that the statutory work of the council takes up the vast majority of the  budget and that he found it very satisfying to understand where the budget is spent and what kind of provisions are made.  He made reference to the stark inequalities that exist in Cumbria and gave the example that a man living in Cleator Moor had a life expectancy twelve years less than a man living in neighbouring Arlecdon.
He ended his report by saying that the recent Scarecrow Festival and associated events were ‘marvelous’ and that it was a privilege to be the elected representative for this place.
Mrs. Pallister commented that whoever is elected to represent the new ward of Melbreak and Skiddaw will have a huge job getting around to all the villages and hamlets in the ward, whilst Mr. Hayman advised that the electoral commission had consulted on the proposed Melbreak and Marron ward but not on the Melbreak and Skiddaw proposal.  
Mrs. Moore asked for an update on the area outside Sainsbury’s.  Mr. Semple advised that a meeting had been called recently by the Civic Trust and dialogue is ongoing, and the plans to tarmac the area have been withdrawn since it is a conservation area.
Mr. Semple left the meeting at this point, 8.04pm
16/26 Seat Proformas – these were distributed as appropriate.

17/26 Noticeboard Proformas 
These were distributed as appropriate.  Mr. Chittenden asked that the left-hand side of each noticeboard be reserved for the council’s official notices as they tend to get full of other people’s posters and notices.  Mandatory information as per the Communications Policy needs to be permanently displayed – clerk to attend to this.
It was noted that nobody officially inspects the Dean bus shelter.  It was agreed that Mr. Chittenden should take on this responsibility, clerk to produce a proforma for this purpose.
18/26 Planning Conveynors
These were confirmed as being:
Dean		Mr. Haslam
Deanscales 	Mr. Scott
Eaglesfield 	Mrs. Boardman
Pardshaw	Mrs. Pallister
Ullock		Mr. Hayman 
Branthwaite	Mr. Thomas

19/26 Meeting dates 2026-27 
Confirmed as 6th July 7th September and 2nd November 2026 at Kirkstile Community Centre, 11th January 2027, Eaglesfield Village Hall, 1st March and 10th May 2027 at Kirkstile Community Centre. All at 7.30 except May which will commence at 7.00pm.

20/26 Policy Documents
The council reviewed and affirmed the following Policy Documents, subject to the amendments noted below:
	Code of Conduct
Financial Regulations – requires a councillor who is not a signatory on the bank account to carry out a bank statement reconciliation three times per year.  Mr. Haslam agreed to take on this role.
	Standing Orders
	Health and Safety
	Equality and Diversity
	Communications
	Publication Scheme – needs a header
	Grievance and Discipline
	Bullying and Harassment
	Retention of Documents
	Complaints Procedure
	GDPR Policy
	Safeguarding Policy – needs a change of email address
	Risk Management Policy and Protocol
	Risk Assessment – needs a header
Freedom of Information Policy – needs email address updated	
 	Green Spaces Policy
 Donations to Worthy Causes Policy
 Sexual Harassment Policy
Clerk to also update email addresses on the Parish Council’s website.
On the proposal of Mr. Haslam, seconded by Mr. Hayman, the policies were approved en. bloc .

21/26 The following reports were received:
i. Emergency Response Group
A meeting had been held.  The two puddle pumps had been purchased by the Parish Council. Liaison with the leader of the scout camp at Branthwaite was ongoing.
ii. Dean Solar Farm
The clerk was instructed to invoice Dean Solar Farm for £5,000 to be spent on developing the Community Led Plan, and also to let Distington PC know that this is happening. It was noted that the application has gone to the Secretary of State for a final decision and further questions have been raised by the Secretary of State.  It could be late summer before a decision is made.
iii. Lostrigg Solar Farm 
As there has been no update for several months, the clerk was instructed to send an email asking for an update.


iv. Community Led Plan
Mr. Ferguson reported that a group would need to be set up to take this project forward and it would be independent of the Parish Council although having some parish council members on it.  ACT are keen to work with us on this project and can provide some data from known sources.  ACT could also talk to a few stakeholders to set up a first consultation event. The Parish Council needs to develop a brief for ACT.  It was agreed that a couple of informal meetings be held in June to consider the steps to be taken to move the project forward.  Mr. Ferguson and the Clerk to liaise over dates, times and venue.

22/26 Finance
i.  The Clerk presented the AGAR forms, and these were signed in accordance with the statutory obligations of the council.
ii. The following payments were approved:
Clerk’s salary – May - net			£ 263.64   
Tax on May salary					£    65.91
Clerk’s expenses 					£   28.20
Clerk’s salary - June				£ 263.64
Tax on June salary 				£    65.91
J A Lee						£    66.55
Mrs. D Scott (Internal Audit Fee)		£ 100.00
Kirkstile Community Centre (March rent)	£   20.00

23/26 Planning Matters

[bookmark: _Hlk194165086]Applications pending a decision:
       Ref No:FUL/2026/0044
       Applicant: Jarman
Proposal:  Slurry Lagoon
Location:  Brow Top Farm, Branthwaite, CA14 4TG – no objections or observations.

Ref No:HOU/2026/0035
Applicant: Rich and Beckie Cox
Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory to make way for proposed single storey   extension with flat roof.
Location:  2 Brow Top Cottages, Branthwaite CA14 4TG

Ref No: OUT/2024/0005 
Applicant:  Hewson Wood
Proposal:  Outline consent for redevelopment of farm steading, involving the erection of 7 No. dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except for layout and means of access (outline) (resubmission of OUT/2023/0017) 
Location:  Well Head Farm, Dean CA14 4TJ

Ref No: FUL/2025/0016
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Conversion of 2 no. detached agricultural style sheds into one bedroom self contained units.
[bookmark: _Hlk191375900]Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP


Ref No: FUL/2025/0018
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Installation of 5 No. Glamping Pods in adjoining field, including access track.
[bookmark: _Hlk188268716]Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP

Reference No: FUL/2024/0049
Applicant: J Skelton
Proposal: Conversion of a barn to dwelling
Location: Barn Opposite Southward Cottage, Pardshaw, Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 0SP
Dean Parish Council had no objections.

Applications Approved
Ref No: HOU/2026/0006
Applicant: R Sharpe
Proposal: Proposed extension and alteration to dwellinghouse, Paradise Bent, Eaglesfield.

24/26  Reports on Amenities

i. Registered land and asset register – nothing new this month.	
ii. Repairs to noticeboards and seats – Clerk to contact Mr. Agnew regarding the repair to the Eaglesfield notice board.
iii. Reg’s Round – planting of trees and hedges now completed.  Clerk to contact Mr. Agnew regarding the installation of a rail to the steps.

25/26 Request for tree surgery
Two residents of Eaglesfield had requested some surgery to two trees along the boundary of the village green.  Clerk to consult the file and ascertain whether or not the trees are on our land, and to liaise with Mr. Ferguson on this.  It was agreed that, should the trees prove to be on council land, Mr. T Sherriff of Greysouthern (Tree Surgeon) be asked to undertake to make the trees safe.  It was agreed that this would be considered emergency work so there would be no requirement for three quotes.

26/26 Matters pertaining to County Highways
i. A section of an unmaintained road from Bent Ash, Eaglesfield to Fifkettle, Dean has washed away over winter giving a central rut some 2ft deep.  Clerk to report to County Highways using the Grid Reference NY08756 2765.
ii. It was noted that United Utilities proposed closing road at Ullock for a period of five weeks commencing 18th May.  The Clerk had already written to UU asking if it would be necessary to close the road for the entire five weeks.
iii. It was noted that the white lines from Lillyhall had still not been reinstated – clerk to raise again with County Highways.
iv. It was noted that there is no signage approaching the crossroads at Paddle School on the A5086 travelling towards Cockermouth. It was agreed that the clerk would contact county highways to ask for additional signage, for the junction to be marked out properly and for a reduction in speed limit on this section of road.   Clerk to also ask Mr. Semple to raise these issues with Karl Melville and to write to the school to ascertain whether they would like to join with the Parish Council in pushing for these changes.




27/26 Reports on meetings attended – nothing this meeting.

28/26 Communications addressed to the council – nothing this meeting.

29/26 Date of next meeting:  Monday 6th July at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Community Centre.







Signed: ___________________________ Chairman     Date: ___________________________



