


[bookmark: _Hlk198043857]Minutes of the Meeting of Dean Parish Council held on Monday 7th September 2026 at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Village Hall.
Present:  Mr. Hayman, Mr. Agnew, Mr. Chittenden, Mr. Scott, Mr. Thomas, Mr Haslam and Mrs. Moore and Mrs. Wood. Mr. Semple (Cumberland Councillor) and Rev. Morgan, Parish Clerk, were also in attendance.

Mr. T Chittenden in the chair

Before the meeting commenced the council held one minute’s silence in memory of their late colleague and friend, Mr. T Worsley.

44/26 Apologies for absence were received from Mr. Ferguson, Mr. Smith, Mrs. Pallister and Mrs. Boardman
45/26 Visitors’ Business
Mr Karl Melville, deputy director of Cumberland Highways had been due to attend to answer questions about the process of road closures and associated issues, but was unavoidably delayed and sent his apologies via Cumberland Councillor Semple.
46/26 Public Participation
Mrs. Tracey  Wood introduced herself as a potential Parish Councillor and said that she had lived in Dean for the last 7 years, was a chartered accountant by profession and wished to offer her support and expertise.
47/26 Declarations of Interest – Mr. Scott declared an interest under grass cutting.
48/25 Approval of Minutes
On the motion of Mr. Hayman, seconded by Mr. Scott, an amendment to the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July 2026 to rewrite minute 33/26 as follows:

“33/26 Public participation 
The member of the public had concerns regarding the Bridleway which is part of Reg's Round; gates have been opened and left open as well as wire cutters used. In the previous six months a gate to pasture where some 200/250 head of cattle are regularly grazed has been opened and left open five times potentially allowing animals direct access to the village. The most recent occasion was just two weeks earlier.  The member of the public was concerned for public safety and asked the Parish Council for assistance in preventing this happening.  These incidents had not been reported to the police but Councillors urged they should be. 
The member of the public stated hedges had been cut along the same Bridleway and claimed it was illegal to cut agricultural hedges between 1st March and 31st August.  At three places the hedge had been cut back and the cut wood left in a ditch.
The member of the public also stated the Bridleway foundations had been altered and trenches had been dug, changing the watercourse and in some places digging had been below the foundations.
Various possibilities were suggested and discussed.  It was agreed that Mrs Moore, Mrs Boardman and Mr Scott would hold a site meeting with the member of the public to see what plan they could devise together and Mrs Moore will pass information to the Clerk for circulation to Councillors.”
was agreed.

On the motion of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Scott, the minutes of the meeting held on 6th July were approved subject to the above amendment.

49/26 Co-option of candidate
The Clerk confirmed that the legal processes had been followed to advertise the casual vacancy, a deadline of 26th August for applications had been set and one candidate had come forward.  Mrs. Wood was asked to step out of the meeting whilst the matter was discussed.  On the proposal of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Scott, Mrs Wood was unanimously voted to fill the vacancy.
The Clerk furnished Mrs. Wood with the relevant documents to complete.

50/26 Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere on the Agenda
The Clerk had tendered her resignation on health grounds and this had been accepted by Mrs. Pallister (Chairman).  The post had been advertised and two expressions of interest received so far, with one subsequently withdrawn and the other expected to make a more formal application shortly.  It was agreed that the interviewing panel would be Mrs. Pallister, Mr. Chittenden and Mr. Hayman.  

51/26 Report from Cumberland Councillor
Mr. Semple reported on the following:
i. Mr. Semple apologised for Mr. Karl Melville’s non-appearance at the meeting and said that he would ensure that someone from Highways attends the November meeting to address the council’s concerns.
Members complained that the last two weeks had been the worst and that the number of road closures was exasperating, with health and safety implications as traffic is diverted to narrow country roads.  Concerns for the financial cost to residents were also raised.
ii. Mr. Semple reported on the Tour of Britain and said that the number of people gathered along the route had gladdened his heart. Cumberland Council’s investment had been covered, in the main, by sponsorship and it had been good to see elite sportswomen in West Cumbria.	
iii. Mr. Semple reported on upcoming changes to the planning legislation with will allow Mayors and the Secretary of State to call in applications.  During his time as a Cumberland Councillor, Mr. Semple had called in four applications but feared that this would not be so simple a process under the new rules.  He felt that it would be much more difficult to refuse permission in future although he wished to emphasise that Cumberland Council does pay close attention to what Parish Council’s say about applications.  Cumberland Councillors are to be briefed on the changes in November.
iv. Mr. Thomas asked Mr. Semple to take up the issue of the white lines from Branthwaite to Lillyhall  which had not been repainted despite an undertaking by County Highways to do so some twelve months ago. Mr. Semple agreed to look into this issue.
v. Mr. Thomas stated that road closure signs are routinely being ignored by motorists which is dangerous for workers and pedestrians alike.  Mr. Haslam stated that it is essential that a representative of Highways attends the November meeting as co-ordination is a huge problem. Mr. Semple agreed that the current situation was not acceptable.
vi. A complaint about the non-emptying of bins due to road closures at Branthwaite had been sent to Mr. Thomas by email and he agreed to forward this to Mr. Semple for attention.
vii. Mrs. Moore asked why no liaison meetings with Tendley Quarries had been held this year.  Mr. Semple agreed to request of the Mines and Minerals Dept in Kendal that they pursue this matter, and to send the appropriate email address to the Clerk to also request that these meetings recommence.

52/26 The following reports were received:
i. Emergency Response Group
Mr. Chittenden reported that Cumberland and Westmorland are organising some training on emergency planning and the Dean CRG is already firmly meshed in with the Cumberland and Westmorland plan.
Mr. Haslam asked whether water purification facilities were part of the local plan and Mr. Chittenden replied that this would be the responsibility of U U to supply bottled water.
ii. Dean Moor Solar Farm
Nothing new this month
iii. Lostrigg Solar Farm 
Nothing new this month.
iv. Community Led Plan
There is an action to have a meeting to plan the next steps ahead of the November meeting of the Parish Council.

Cumberland Councillor Mr. Semple left the meeting at this point, 8.28pm
53/26 Finance
i. The external auditor’s report was read and received and comments noted.
ii. On the proposal of Mrs. Moore, seconded by Mr. Hayman, the council agreed to adopt the NALC payment scheme for 2026/27.  It was also agreed that the interviewing panel would review the current situation and make a recommendation to the November meeting.
iii. On the proposal of Mr. Thomas, seconded by Mr. Haslam the following payments were approved:
Clerk’s salary – September - net			£ 349.44 
          Tax on September salary				£   87.36
Clerk’s expenses 					£   42.67
	Clerk’s salary - October				£ 283.92
	Tax on October salary 				£   70.98					 
	Kirkstile – rental for May meeting			£   20.00
	Moores – external audit fee				£ 283.50
	Mr. T Scott – second half year grass cutting	£4380.00
iv. It was noted that a VAT reclaim of £1657.18 had been submitted to HMRC.

54/26 Planning Matters
[bookmark: _Hlk194165086]APPENDIX B  - PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications pending a decision:

Reference No: HOU/2026/0118
Applicant: Rachel Rawling
Proposal: proposed rear extension to bungalow.
Location: The Chestnuts, Deascale, Cockermouth CA13 0SL

[bookmark: _Hlk213234192]Ref No:FUL/2026/0044
Applicant: Jarman
Proposal:  Slurry Lagoon
Location:  Brow Top Farm, Branthwaite, CA14 4TG
[bookmark: _Hlk199156630]
Ref No: FUL/2026/0089
Applicant: Simon Blacker
Proposal: Residential Development of 3 Dwellings.
Location: Land to the north of Hotchberry Road, Eaglesfield CA13 0RY
The clerk had submitted the Parish Council’s comments on this application via the Planning Website despite not having received notification of the application. Clerk to write to the Planning Officer to ask whether the site notice has been properly displayed.  Mr. Semple to also be kept informed on this application.
[bookmark: _Hlk188268716]
Reference No: FUL/2024/0049
Applicant: J Skelton
Proposal: Conversion of a barn to dwelling
Location: Barn Opposite Southward Cottage, Pardshaw, Cockermouth, Cumbria, CA13 0SP
Dean Parish Council had no objections.

Applications Approved

Reference No: OUT/2025/0003 
Applicant: H. Wood
Proposal: Outline application with access for the relocation of Well Head Farm
Location: Field North East of Kassandra, Dean, CA14 4TJ

Ref No: FUL/2025/0016
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Conversion of 2 no. detached agricultural style sheds into one bedroom self contained units.
[bookmark: _Hlk191375900]Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP

Reference No: FUL/2026/0054
Applicant: Joanna Niska
Proposal: Change of Use of land from agriculture to domestic garden area
Location: Scenery Hill House, Branthwaite, Workington, CA14 4SZ

Reference No: RMA/2026/0003
Applicant: H Wood
Proposal: Reserved Matters application seeking approval for layout, scale and appearance of the new farm buildings and slurry tower including retention of existing landscape screening related to OUT/2025/0003

Location: Field North East of Kassandra, Dean, CA14 4TJ
Ref No:HOU/2026/0035
Applicant: Rich and Beckie Cox
Proposal: Demolition of existing conservatory to make way for proposed single storey extension with flat roof.
Location: 2 Brow Top Cottages, Branthwaite CA14 4TG

Reference No: HOU/2026/0075
Applicant: S Cowan
Proposal: New single storey side and rear extension to form new kitchen/dining area and raised decking to rear
Location: 8 Beckside, Eaglesfield, Cockermouth CA13 0SQ

Ref No: OUT/2024/0005 
Applicant:  Hewson Wood
Proposal:  Outline consent for redevelopment of farm steading, involving the erection of 7 No. dwellings and associated infrastructure with all matters reserved except for layout and means of access (outline) (resubmission of OUT/2023/0017) 
Location:  Well Head Farm, Dean CA14 4TJ

Refusals

Withdrawn
Ref No: FUL/2025/0018
Applicant: Stockdale
Proposal: Installation of 5 No. Glamping Pods in adjoining field, including access track.
Location: Thorndyke, Pardshaw, CA13 0SP




55/26 Reports on amenities
i. Open Spaces
a. Mr. Scott reported that a shrub at Ullock near the communications box needed cutting back at the end of the season.  Mr. Hayman agreed to talk to the relevant people about this and about the weeping beech, also at Ullock.
b. Mr. Chittenden reported that shrubs were in need of cutting back on the green area in front of Smithy Cottage, Dean.  Mr. Scott was authorized to undertake this work. 
c. Work to the Pound Wall is still outstanding, Mr. Moore agreed to speak to the contractor to ascertain what the holdup was.
ii. Registered land an asset register – nothing to report.
iii. Repairs to Noticeboards and Seats
Repairs to the Noticeboard at Eaglesfield is now urgent.  Mr. Agnew reported that he has two plastic posts for the Branthwaite noticeboard and has obtained prices from Simon Watson, which he will make available to the council shortly.
iv. Reg’s Round
a. Mr. Agnew confirmed that he has two boards for the new handrail and will obtain the rest of the materials as soon as possible but would not be installing the handrail. 
b. Mr. Chittenden explained that the Parish Council had become involved with Reg’s Round on behalf of Eaglesfield Village Hall Committee to assist with its establishment.  He felt that too much council meeting time was now being taken up with Reg’s Round and suggested minimizing further discussion on the issues which ought to be passed back to Eaglesfield V H C. 
c. The council considered a motion to have Reg’s Round dedicated by Cumberland Council as a Public Right of Way.  This would involve the Clerk forwarding to Cumberland Council the Title Registration Number and they would do the rest of the work.  After discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should forward this information to Mr Feukes at Cumberland Council.

55/26 Appointment of two representatives to the Potato Pot windfarm community benefit fund grant awarding panel.
It was unanimously agreed that this should be Mr. Hayman and Mr. Chittenden.  Mr. Hayman to inform Grantscape.

56/26 Matters pertaining to County Highways
Clerk to report again the issues of the road at Bent Ash where unacceptable repair work had been carried out, and to request a site visit.

57/26 Reports on meetings attended 
Nothing this meeting.

42/26 Communications addressed to the council – nothing this meeting.

43/26 Date of next meeting:  Monday 2nd November at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Community Centre.







Signed: ___________________________ Chairman     Date: ___________________________



